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Presidential Initiatives

Promote Aid Agenda


USAID is involved to a greater or lesser but redirect attention and previous

extent in all 19 presidential initiatives resources of a given project.

announced by President Bush that are in The Agency has even come up with a

the area of U.S. foreign policy. special tracking system—a biannual imple-


An announcement of new money may mentation progress report—to follow the

follow the announcement of an initiative, or development of the 19 initiatives.

an executive order may follow that mobi- Details of the Presidential Initiatives can

lizes agencies such as USAID and the State be found on White House and USAID

Department to take action. websites.★


Other initiatives provide no new funds, www.usaid.gov Keyword: Presidential Initiatives 

The Afghanistan Road Initiative is rebuilding the 600-mile road from Kabul to Herat. The road will 
imake it easier for people to travel and speed the transport of goods, aid, and other essentials for 
Afghanistan’s economic development. 

The Africa Education Initiative aims to increase the quality of primary school education by pro­
viding teacher training, textbooks, other learning materials, and community support. 

The Central America Free Trade Agreement Initiative is supporting a regional trade agreement 
with five Central American countries by helping increase citizen participation in trade negotiations, 
strengthening science-based food safety inspection systems, and setting up organizations and 
rules for settling regional trade disputes. 

The Congo Basin Forest Partnership Initiative promotes the conservation and sustainable use 
of the region’s forests, based on recent forest management research. 

The Clean Energy Initiative supports access to cleaner, affordable, and more efficient energy 
services, and encourages cleaner transportation fuels and indoor cooking and heating practices. 

The Centers for Excellence in Teacher Training Initiative is training 15,000 teachers at three 
regional education centers in Latin America and the Caribbean over four years. 

The Digital Freedom Initiative encourages the U.S. government and U.S. companies to transfer 
information and communications technology to entrepreneurs in developing countries. 

The Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief Initiative seeks to increase U.S. funding and other assis­
tance to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and treat people living with the disease. 

The Famine Fund Initiative is studying effective and efficient ways to prevent and respond to 
famine. 

Faith-Based and Community Initiatives aim to remove legal and policy barriers that impede small 
charities and faith-based and community groups from providing federally funded services. 

The Global Climate Change Initiative is transferring U.S. information and technologies to help 
developing countries reduce the growth of greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria increases resources available to combat these 
deadly diseases and improve prevention, care, and treatment programs. 

The Initiative Against Illegal Logging proposes programs to empower communities, energize 
market forces, harness technologies, and strengthen the rule of law. 

The Initiative to End Hunger in Africa seeks to boost agricultural productivity and trade in Africa 
by introducing new technologies and widening markets. 

The Mother and Child HIV Prevention Initiative is a five-year $500 million program that targets 
14 countries for the prevention of HIV/AIDS transmission from mothers to infants. 

The Trade for African Development and Enterprise Initiative promotes regional integration and 
cooperation and helps African countries develop their export industries. 

The Volunteers for Prosperity Initiative helps place doctors, nurses, engineers, information tech­
nologists, agricultural experts, and other specialists in overseas programs of U.S. private 
voluntary organizations. 

The Water for the Poor Initiative seeks to improve management of water resources while accel­
erating international efforts to cut in half by 2015 the proportion of people unable to reach or 
afford safe drinking water. 

The U.S.-Middle East Partnership Initiative supports economic, political, and educational reform 
efforts in the Middle East and champions opportunity for all people of the region, especially 
women and youth. ★ 

Volunteers for Prosperity Launched 
The U.S. Volunteers 
for Prosperity 
Initiative, designed 
to tap the profes­
sional and technical 
skills of civic-
minded Americans 
in overseas develop­
ment initiatives, was 

born September 25, when President Bush 
signed the executive order. 

USAID will facilitate matches between vol­
unteers and applications, placing engineers, 
agricultural experts, doctors, and other spe­
cialists in the overseas programs of private 
voluntary organizations. 

“We have a motto for this: we call it 
‘sharing America,’” said North Carolina 

physician Richard Furman, founder of 
World Medical Mission, an NGO whose 
volunteers work in Christian missions 
around the world. 

Through this initiative, volunteers will 
also work on other presidential initiatives 
dealing with HIV/AIDS, water, trade, and 
technology. A volunteer doctor or nurse 
with the Catholic Medical Mission Board 
might treat AIDS patients, while a pro­
grammer who has volunteered with Geek 
Corps might help upgrade Senegalese pay­
ment systems as part of the Digital 
Freedom Initiative. 

The three-person coordinating office at 
USAID will be part of the Bureau for 
Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian 
Assistance. ★ 

Indonesia, Peru Join Tech Project 
Indonesia and Peru and President Megawati of Indonesia along-

joined Senegal in side.

the Digital DFI has been running in Senegal for six

Freedom Initiative months (See FrontLines, March 2003).

(DFI) this month, “Senegal is off to a good start and work

through which the there is being received with enthusiasm, so

U.S. government we’re expanding to two additional countries,”

and businesses said Tony Meyer, Acting Director of USAID’s

transfer informa- Energy and Information Technology Office.


tion and communications technology to “We have made two trips to Senegal. We have 
entrepreneurs in the developing world. a country plan, a manager on the ground, and 

President Bush announced the news at the the first volunteer in place. So the DFI in 
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit Senegal is under way.” ★ 
in Thailand, with President Toledo of Peru www.dfi.gov 

Initiative Seeks to End African Hunger 
The Initiative to 
End Hunger in 
Africa is only in its 
second year, but 
has already set up 
action plans with 
governments, trade 
groups, and private 
enterprises in 

Mali, Mozambique, and Uganda, said Jeff 
Hill, initiative coordinator and Senior 
Agriculture Advisor for the Bureau for 
Africa. 

Regional frameworks for the west, east, and 
southern regions of Africa have been put into 
place, and the program is expanding to 
Ghana, Kenya, and Zambia. 

“We got an early harvest in terms of getting 
a number of programs running on the ground. 
Both marketing and trade and business 
linkage programs were established in each 
one of the three subregions, and we’ve built 
linkages with a number of other donors,” Hill 
said. “A lot of time was put into building 
larger partnerships and getting the govern­
ment engaged so that we could get fuller 
commitments to the kinds of changes that 
need attention.” 

The initiative increased U.S. financial com­
mitment 25 percent over the $113 million 
spent in FY 2003 to boost agricultural pro­
ductivity and trade in sub-Saharan Africa by 
introducing new technologies and widening 
markets in the region.★ 

Equal Access for Faith-Based Efforts 
President Bush 
created the Center 
for Faith-Based 
and Community 
Initiatives at 
USAID on 12 
December 2002, 
to help faith-based 
and community-

based groups compete for federal funding. 
Every year, the federal government spends 

billions of dollars on development programs, 
but bureaucratic and administrative obsta­
cles make it difficult for small faith-based 
charities to access federal funds. 

The center seeks to lower legal and 

policy barriers that impede these groups 
from competing for federal funds with new 
regulations that ensure equal access. 

An important step toward this goal is 
educating offices about the presidential 
initiative and USAID’s history of working 
with faith-based and community-based 
groups. 

The center also encourages groups to 
compete for federal funding by explaining 
how to apply for grants and write quality 
proposals. 

President Bush reaffirmed that faith-
based organizations cannot use federal 
funds to proselytize or for inherently reli­
gious activities. ★ 


